	Brighton Vs Peterborough United

	

	Brighton: Sullivan, Hinshelwood, McNulty, Virgo, Elphick (Fraser 86), El-Abd, Jarrett (McLeod 89), Carole (Cox 77), Forster, Davies, Andrew.
Subs Not Used: Kuipers, Livermore. 

Booked: Virgo, Jarrett. 

Goals: Davies 27, McNulty 45. 

Peterborough: Lewis, Martin, Chester, Zakuani, Lee, Batt (Whelpdale 72), Coutts, Keates, Boyd, Mclean, Mackail-Smith (Frecklington 89).
Subs Not Used: Green, Wright, Blanchett. 

Booked: Lee. 

Goals: Mackail-Smith 38, Mclean 42, Keates 65 pen, Mclean 76. 
	Competition:  Coca Cola League 1
Venue: Withdean Stadium
Conditions: Cold, Windy

Pitch: Torn Up


	

	Date: 10/2/2009
	Scout: Steve Simmons


HOW THEY LINED UP:

                                                1- Lewis
      2 - Martin              35- Chester
      26- Zakuani
   6- Lee
   12- McKail -Smith   15- Coutts             11- Keates          24- Batt



                                   10 Boyd              
                                 9- Mclean 
	FORMATION COMMENTS

	Peterborough played a 4-4-2 formation through out where both full backs supported attacks with  Lee the more attack minded, making overlapping runs through out. Starting with Boyd playing just of Mclean, after 20 minutes Boyd was dropped into left midfield, which saw Mackail-Smith play alongside Mclean with Batt switching to the right, which gave them much needed natural width. Whelpdale came on in a like for like swap for Batt with Frecklington replacing Mackail-Smith to play in attacking midfield role just behind Mclean. Brighton played a 4-3-3 formation. 


	KEY POINTS

	General
	· Peterborough started poorly where they struggled to build momentum and find fluency in their passing. 
· They look to turn defence into attack quickly where they often hit long balls to forwards to run onto. 
· Attacks were generally focussed down the left hand side through Boyd. 

· As a team they are very strong on the counter attack, possessing players with genuine pace in midfield and attack. 

· In the second half they played with more urgency at a higher tempo, where they were quicker to close down and press. 

· Generally lack players who are competent in the air.
· In midfield they haven’t a player who naturally breaks up play.

· Peterborough had very few set plays

· They were quick to get 2 banks of 4 behind the ball and as a team are disciplined and hard working. 


	Defence
	· Lewis lacked assurance through out where his handling was poor, often punching clear when dealing with crosses/corners. 

· Martin is one paced and struggles against pace and clever movement.

· Chester wasn’t convincing where he appeared nervous in the early stages where and also lacked a physical presence.  
· Zakuani was largely dominant in the air and alert, performing defensive duties competently from start to finish. 

· Lee is mobile and looked to support attacks at every opportunity where he offered additional width when pushing into advanced areas. 



	Midfield
	· Batt is very tall and has a decent turn of pace but is a very poor passer of the ball. 
· Boyd is technically sound where he is also a natural creative player. 

· Keates spread play with accuracy with a range of passes.

· Coutts is confident and composed on the ball and stretched the play where he often burst into space. 

· They work hard as a cohesive unit however lack a physical presence. 



	Attack
	· Mckail-Smith and Mclean both have genuine pace and are capable of bursting in behind
· Both forwards also work hard into wider areas and move quickly and positively off the ball. 

· In the final third they lack height. 


	THE TEAM

	1-Joe Lewis
6’6’ /85kg


	Tall, strong, predominantly right footed, goalkeeper. Unconvincing through out his handling was poor, notably when spilling a tame effort for the opening goal, plus he also punched and flapped when dealing with crosses and corners, although he is agile and quick across his line. When distributing he found good distance, however rarely found a target plus when throwing from his hands often endangered his own backline where he lacked accuracy. 
 

	

	2- Russell Martin
6’ 0 /74kg
	Tall, strong, right footed, right back. One paced he struggled against clever movement and pace and although fully committed in the tackle he lacked accuracy and failed to cut out crosses through out. He was sound in the air where he competed with aggression and cleared with distance. In possession he looked to hit long balls for forwards to run onto and played a key part in Peterborough’s 4th goal. Generally supporting attacks from behind the play he offered little going forward. 


	
	

	

	35- James Chester

	Average height and build, right footed, right central defender. In a mixed game he started unconvincingly where he struggled to clear his lines and mis-timed tackles giving away several free kicks in dangerous areas plus lacking strength/stature wasn’t commanding in challenges on the air/floor. He showed bravery and commitment where he made a couple of crucial blocks plus worked hard through out but he failed to get tight on his man and conceded space in behind, although maintained good discipline through out. In possession he generally passed short and simple into midfield. 


	

	26-  Gabriel Zakuani 
6’1 /68kg


	Tall, athletic build, right footed, left central defender. Defensively he was sound through out where he leapt high of the ground and proved a commanding figure in the air, plus mobile with pace he was quick to close down and defended sensibly into wider areas where he was also alert, showing awareness consistently through out, however occasionally he lacked discipline in his choice of tackle, giving away a couple of free kicks, higher up the pitch. In possession he looked to hit long to forwards.


	

	6 – Charlie Lee
5’9 /79Kg


	Average height and build, right footed, left back. Mobile with a decent turn of pace he was quick to support attacks, making a series of overlapping runs and stretched the play, however wasn’t productive in the final third. Defensively he was quick to retrieve when higher up the pitch and quick to close down, maintaining discipline to stay on his feet when cutting out crosses but lacking strength he lacked a physical presence and was outmuscled on against players of a stronger stature. Leaping high of the ground he was able to compete in the air without ever being dominant. In possession he would either look to burst into space or hit long to forwards.


	

	12- Craig McKail-Smith 
5’ 10 /77Kg
	Smallish, average build, right footed, right midfielder who moved into a forward role after 20 minutes. Lively through out his movement on/of the ball was positive where he also possesses genuine pace, which he combined with flair to break in behind on several occasions, contributing with a goal where he leapt high of the ground to score with his head. His control was close and assured plus he worked hard into wider areas, however when in possession wasn’t particularly creative where he lacked vision of supporting players bursting into advanced areas. 


	

	15- Paul Coutts 

	Tallish, average build, right footed, central midfielder. Although fairly quiet in the early stages he had a positive impact as the game developed where he showed composure, confidence and technique in possession and was more than willing to drive into advanced areas where his control was assured plus possessing a decent turn of pace was quick on the turn and able to beat others, stretching the play positively and proving creative, contributing with an assist. Defensively he worked hard to track back and closed down quickly without ever really committing himself into tackles and struggled to compete when presented with aerial confrontations, lacking strength and aggression. 


	

	11- Dean Keates
5’ 6 /69kg
	Small, average build, left footed, central midfielder. Spreading the play with accuracy through out his distribution was sound where he also linked up play positively with forwards, however in advanced areas he failed to pick out key passes and was uncomfortable when pressured where he lacks strength and genuine pace to peel away from opponents. Defensively he wasn’t competent where he hasn’t the physical attributes to compete in the air or the tenacity to win challenges on the floor. 


	

	24 –Shaun Batt
	Very tall, slender, right footed, left midfielder who switched to the right after 20 minutes. When starting on the left he always looked to cut inside on his right foot, however he offered width when switched to the right where he has a decent turn of pace and delivered a number of decent crosses into the box, however his direct distribution to others was poor through out where he lacked awareness of opponents in and around him and completed very few passes. Defensively he worked hard and closed down quickly winning back possession on  a couple of occasions. 


	

	10- George Boyd
6’ 1 /79Kg
	Tall, slender, skilful two footed, forward who switched to left midfield after 20 minutes. Creative through out his movement on/off the ball was exceptional where he was quick to move into space and when in possession was confident to attack down the outside of opponents or drift inside, proving a player with excellent technical attributes, where his control was assured plus delivered a number of dangerous crosses into the box and although not possessing explosive pace, often spearheaded counter attacks effectively. Defensively he tracked back sensibly when supporting the defensive unit but although tall wasn’t competent in the air where he isn’t aggressive. 


	

	9- Aaron Mclean
	Small, average build, right footed, forward. He worked hard into deeper/wider areas through out and although small is deceptively strong in the air where he leaps high of the ground to compete with strength. Possessing genuine pace and quick on the turn he made positive runs in behind and scored twice, however his general link up play wasn’t particularly adventurous nor creative. 


	

	Substitutions

	18- Chris Whelpdale
6’ 0 /80Kg
	Tallish, strong, right footed, right midfielder. When introduced he was lively and quick to close down where he worked hard, however offered little for the time he was on for. 

	

	8 – Lee Frecklington 
5’ 11’ /75Kg
	Average height and build, right footed, attacking midfielder. Coming on in the closing stages he had very little time to make any impact but did show good touches when in possession. 

	D.O.B


	SET PIECES:

	Corners:  From defensive corners Martin was commanding, however after failing to get tight and clear their lines they conceded from a corners taken from the left. 
Peterborough had very few corners, which all came to nothing. 


	

	Free-Kicks:

Peterborough had very few free kicks with Keates striking at goal from the only free kick they won in an advanced area, which went into the wall. 


	

	Throw-ins: Taken short to feet from the left by Lee and from the right by Martin. 


	

	

	Penalties: 1- Taken confidently & powerfully left footed by Keates into the bottom right hand corner. 


	

	Best Headers:  1- Zakuani 2- Martin 3- McClean


	ASSESSMENT:

	Peterborough started poorly where they failed to build attacking momentum and find fluency when passing and were lethargic in the opening stages, however after tactical changes and particularly after half time they began playing with much more urgency at a quicker tempo and took control of the game where they pressed and closed down opponents quickly and were always dangerous on the counter attack where Boyd was Peterborough’s key player. Against a 3 man midfield they consistently stretched the play and attacked effectively down both channels creating chances through out, however defensively lacked assurance where they failed to get tight on occasions but as Brighton failed to deal with the pace and movement of Peterborough, Peterborough won the game 4-2. 


	OPPONENTS FORMATION

	                                                         13 Sullivan 
              23 Virgo
        24 Elhpick

  4 Hinselwood          20 Mcnulty
                       8 Jarrett                    6 El-Abd               28 Carole
                       9 Forster                   25 Davies            26 Andrew



Corners  -Right – 3
Peterborough had 3 corners all from the right hand side. The first was an inswinging corner taken right footed to the centre of the six yard box, which was cleared with Keates taken the final 2 corners late on with one an inswinging corner taken left footed and the third a short corner, which both came to nothing.  Martin and Chester covered defensively with Lee, Keates and Batt ringing the box. Mackail-Smith took a position inside the six yard box with Mclean and Zakuani attacking the delivery. 

[image: image1]
Key

01 Lewis 02 Martin 35 Chester 26 Zakuani 06 Lee 24 Batt 15 Coutts 11 Keates 
10 Boyd 09 Mclean 12 Mackail-Smith  

Defensive Corners - 6
Peterborough organised with Lee and Coutts covering the near/far posts with Keates occasionally zonal marking from the centre of the 6 yard box. Makail-Smith remained up field with Boyd and Martin ringing the box as the rest man marked opponents. All corners were successfully defended with Lewis punching on one occasion. 

[image: image2]
Key

01 Lewis 02 Martin 35 Chester 26 Zakuani 06 Lee 24 Batt 15 Coutts 11 Keates 

10 Boyd 09 Mclean 12 Mackail-Smith  

Free Kick – Right – 20 Yards
This was a left footed free kick taken powerfully by Keates and was Peterborough’s only set piece in an advanced area, however the shot was blocked. 
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Key

01 Lewis 02 Martin 35 Chester 26 Zakuani 06 Lee 24 Batt 15 Coutts 11 Keates 

10 Boyd 09 Mclean 12 Mackail-Smith  
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