Player Evaluation

By: Justin Rothbaum

James Harden/Sophomore/Guard (Arizona State)

Strenghts


This years PAC-10 Player of the Year, and Wooden First Team All American posses many qualities that could develop an all-star caliber NBA career.. Harden has the ability to take his man off the dribble just as well, if not better than anyone in the country with a quick first step..Even though Harden does not have a flashy demenor on the court, he is lethal when it comes to his scoring showing again and again his ability to shoot behind the arc, or drive to the basket..Scores in bunches..Harden shows great ballhandling skills, and since he is left handed, defenses usually have to set up in a zone to control his drives to the hoop..Also shows above average ball handling skills with his off hand (right)..Is an adequate defender averaging 1.7 steals a game.. High basketball IQ..Also, his points have increased since his freshman year from 17.8 ppg to 20.1 ppg..Rebounding has also increased from 5.3 to 5.6..

Weaknesses


Needs to develop “killer instinct.”  At times Harden was tentative to take the big shots when the game was on the line..Harden also played fairly poorly in his two big stage games in this years NCAA tournament, averaging only 9.5 ppg (10.6 ppg under his season average) raising questions about his mental toughness..Is a bit undersized (6'4 215 lbs) for the shooting guard position in the NBA..Needs to develop more on his mid range jump shooting abilities..Needs to show more leadership qualities when it comes to his fellow teammates..Harden's numbers involving his three point shooting went down from 40.7% in 2007-2008 to 35.6% in 2008-2009..His free throw shooting is also very streaky, one game he can go 10-10, the next 3-8, which is evident because of his 75.6% shooting from the line..

Similarities


A mix between Brandon Roy and Tayshaun Prince

Draft Projection


Anywhere between picks 4-10.

