	Cushing                             Brian                                                                         USC
OLB                        I    6.0 MLB


	Last Name                        First Name                                                                 College                             Position                    Final Grade

  6030                                255

	Height                             Weight                                                                         40 speed                                                              Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	                                                                                       6.0

	Q.A.B                            6.0
Quick Feet                     5.5 C.O.D.                           6.0 Flexibility                      5.5
Coordination                 5.5
	Brian Cushing is a talented OLB with decent quality athletic ability.  Although I feel that he needs to work on his quickness off the ball, when the ball is snapped I feel that he is behind it by 1-2 seconds.  His change of direction is good and he can pick up receivers when they check down.  His flexibility comes in to question, he keeps hi feet moving but not with power and at times he straightens his legs and comes out of his bend and gets removed from the play entirely.  Also his eye to ball coordination is a bit off, as an OLB you truly focus on swing plays, options and sweeps and screen as and I don’t feel that he has the speed to get to the ball carrier as needed.  He’s a solid player and with a little work he’ll be good. 

	COMPETITIVENESS
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	                                                                                         6.0

	Toughness                    6.5                     
Clutch Play                  5.5
Production                   6.0
Consistency                 6.0
Team Player                6.0
Pride / Quit                 6.0
	Toughness isn’t an issue Cushing plays with consistency and drive, he in my opinion is not a clutch player as far as what I seen, to many times he gets caught when he tries to pursue on the edge and not even by bigger defenders.  His production stays consistent and he plays with heart but when taken on blockers with leverage and aggressiveness he gets beat.  He sometimes takes on blockers upright and when he does he gets beat, also he doesn’t use his hands to the best of his abilities he much to often straightens and locks his arms when he should be under cutting and or using the sweep or over hand to get free from the blocker.  He is a true team player and he never stops and with a little more speed and intensity he can be one of the elite LB.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	                                                                                        6.0

	Learn / Retain            6.0
Inst/Reaction              5.5
Concentration            6.0 
	Cushing is a intelligent player and when he makes the play that he should make its because he adapted what is going on on the field and reads better, he gets off the snap quicker and to the ball carrier as he should but its not consistent.  More times than none he is not to instinctive, he out of position and or gets moved out of position by his blocker.  It concerns me also when he doesn’t use his hands to protect his legs from low cut blocks.  He maintains his focus when it comes to fighting through the play no matter if he was beat or not he keeps going and catches back up.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	                                                                                        6.0

	Body Type                  7.0
	One thing that never fails for USC they produce exactly what the NFL is looking for in body type, Cushing is the ideal size for linebacker 6030 255 what else could you ask for.  His durability hasn’t been an issue senses his arthroscopic surgery on his ankle in 07 and that shouldn’t be any problem when he reaches the NFL.  When he makes those plays that I believe he should be making with his size, he is explosive but not as he should be, he is utilizes basically as a wide DE like a Shawn Merriman but without the speed.  I feel that he would do better as a MLB, his player strength is also concerning to me as he gets over powered by smaller blockers, mainly because the blockers are quicker but with him being 255 he should have more power than what he shows in the field of play.

	Durability                   6.0
	

	Explosion                   5.5
	

	Play Strength             5.5
	

	GDE        CATEGORY               COMMENTS DESCRIPTION                 GAMES VIEWED                 COMBINE NOTES

	5.5
	READ AND REACT
	Slow off the snap and gets blocked often in pursuit.
	Ohio State
Notre Dame

Penn State


	225 REPS

VERTICAL JUMP

BROAD JUMP

20 SHUTTLE

60 SHUTTLE

3 CONE



	5.5
	INITIAL QUICKS
	50/50 sometimes he quick off line other times he’s not
	
	

	5.5
	PLAY STRENGTH
	He has athletic ability but needs to get stronger
	
	

	6.0
	TACKLING
	Good at first contact and wraps up well
	
	

	5.5
	SHED BLOCKER
	Gets blocked often, to often to be an OLB
	
	

	6.0
	RUN AT HIM
	Good at first contact, drives through play and finishes
	
	

	6.0
	PURSIUT / RANGE
	Doesn’t have the speed to catch runner but never quits.
	
	

	5.5
	CLOSING BURST
	Needs work
	

	6.5
	ZONE COVERAGE
	When in coverage has good vision and awareness
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.0
	M / M COVERAGE
	50/50 sometimes beats his man sometimes he gets beat.
	ATH. ABILITY     6.0                 INITIAL QUICK   5.5
PLAY STR.           5.5                  COMPETES          6.5
PLAY SPEED       6.0                  INSTINCTS          5.5

	6.0
	PASS RUSH ABIL.
	50/50 he is used like Merriaman, puts pressure on QB when he’s able to get through.
	

	5.5
	 ERRORS
	Needs to get stronger and work on initial quickness.
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Brian Cushing is a smart player he knows his position, and he knows what he wants to do when the ball is snapped, he has the ideal body that teams in the NFL are looking for and he’s durable and his keeps a high level of production when playing.  He has the athletic ability to be good at the next level but as a back up and a relief player.  His strong points are DE help on the line and pressuring the QB.

	Foot work, hand work, initial quick’s and strength

	SUMMARY

	To sum it up Brian Cushing is a player with good talent and the ability to be a starter in the National Football League but after some time and teaching from one of the veteran players.  He’s a late 2nd early 3rd round player in my opinion, he’s has to get his foot work in order, that alone will make up for the lack of his off the snap quickness.  He will still need to get prefect his use of hands, even if his foot work gets better it can only take him so far.  He won’t have to be quick if he can perfect those to it’ll take care of it self.    He is a good, not elite, athlete, but because of his instincts he gets started and plays smarter than most players.  When he is playing with leverage and aggressiveness he provides the intimidating, physical presence on the right or left side of the field that teams are always desperate to find. Overall, Cushing has great intangibles and in time he will become a very good starting linebacker in the NFL. I believe that he will improve his tackling and will be the physical LB on the outside that teams want. He can be a very pro​ductive outside linebacker in a Tampa 2 defense or an inside linebacker in a 43 defense like the Tampa Bay and Baltimore Ravens.



