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	Last Name                        First Name                                                                 College                             Position                    Final Grade

0602
255

	Height                             Weight                                                                         40 speed                                                              Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	                                                                                       6.0


	Q.A.B                             6.5
Quick Feet                    6.5  C.O.D.                           6.0 Flexibility                     6.0 
Coordination                6.0 
	Preston is a very good athlete at middle linebacker with good speed and quickness.  He uses his quick feet to get through a hole to hit the running back, and to work through traffic to make plays.  He is able to change directions while reading where the ball is going effectively and it helps him with his sideline to sideline pursuit.  He shows good flexibility and in being able to square a man up to tackle him, but also when blitzing and getting picked up by a linemen he can keep his balance and his arms extended and stay with a good base to hold his ground or even get off the block.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Toughness                      
6.5
Clutch Play
6.5
Production
6.5
Consistency
6.0
Team Player
6.5
Pride / Quit
6.5
	Preston shows great toughness sticking his nose into almost any play and going from the middle linebacker spot making plays all over the field.  More time than not when a play came his way in a crucial part of the game he would be able to make the tackle short of the line of scrimmage, get some pressure on the QB, or be in position to help his teammates make plays.  He has amassed over 200 tackles in his 3 years and has continued to improve his statistics each year.  His consistency is good but could be improved particularly in being able to more consistently fight off blocks.  Playing in every game since his freshman year and playing both on defense and special teams at times during that period, as well as being the defensive leader at MLB show his devotion to his team, and he never gives up a play and will even continue to give chase if he has been outrun until the whistle blows.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Learn / Retain
6.0
Inst/Reaction
6.5
Concentration
6.0
	Being a middle linebacker and leader of the defense required good ability to learn and retain information, however it is slightly concerning that after 3 years he does not more consistently use better technique to shed blockers.  His instincts are great as he will see a play develop and fire to the ball.  Spread option offenses would fool him on rare occasions but even against that offense his instincts were top notch.  Concentration is good when it comes to pursuit and tackling but again his slight troubles with using technique for shedding blocks on a consistent basis is a mild concern after 3 years of experience.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Body Type
6.5
	Preston has a great body and size for the MLB position and the speed and quickness he portrays at his size make him a handful for opposing offenses.  He has played in every game of his college career to this point and with the physical nature of his position has showed excellent durability, and there’s no reason to think that will change at the next level.  He has very good explosion especially in short distances, and when he sees an opening to get after the ball carrier he will blast off towards the ball.  He also uses his size and bulk well playing with strength.  He does get held up blitzing if the linemen can get square on him, but he is strong enough to keep his arms extended and if the runner comes past him he is very good at being able to get off the block just enough to make a play toward the ball carrier. 


	Durability
7.0
	

	Explosion
6.5
	

	Play Strength
6.5
	

	GDE        CATEGORY               COMMENTS DESCRIPTION                 GAMES VIEWED                 COMBINE NOTES

	6.5
	READ AND REACT
	Quick reads and goes right away
	
	225 REPS

VERTICAL JUMP

BROAD JUMP

20 SHUTTLE

60 SHUTTLE

3 CONE



	6.5
	INITIAL QUICKS
	Very quick after the snap to move towards the ball
	
	

	6.5
	PLAY STRENGTH
	Good strength especially when technique sound
	
	

	7.0
	TACKLING
	great tackler both in traffic and in space
	
	

	6.0
	SHED BLOCKER
	Trouble shedding consistently, but shows flashes
	
	

	6.0
	RUN AT HIM
	Not afraid to take runners on head up, can stop them in their tracks
	
	

	6.0
	PURSIUT / RANGE
	Good speed and quickness moving sideline to sideline, not always fast enough to keep up with quick runners.  Occasional poor angles.
	
	

	6.0
	CLOSING BURST
	When the ball is near acts like a magnet that pulls him in fast
	

	6.0
	ZONE COVERAGE
	Able to quickly get to area, good reaction to move to ball when thrown
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.0
	M / M COVERAGE
	Didn’t see much man coverage but has ability to stay with his man
	ATH. ABILITY            6.5                 INITIAL QUICK
6.5
PLAY STR.                   6.5                COMPETES
7.0
PLAY SPEED               6.0                 INSTINCTS
6.5

	6.0
	PASS RUSH ABIL.
	Blitzed regularly.  Did not always get through but could cause havic.
	

	6.5
	 ERRORS
	Not many noticeable mistakes except for occasional poor pursuit angles.
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Preston is a middle linebacker who is both strong and quick and does a very good job of reading the offense as the play develops.  When he gets around the ball he will make a play and at the very least be involved with a tackle.  He can stand runners up when he meets them in the hole and push them back but also has enough quickness and speed to run sideline to sideline and catch them going up the field if he takes the proper angles.  Able to play good zone coverage and quick reactions are used to pursue the ball.  When blitzing if he doesn’t get to the QB or runner he can tangle with the blocker and get a good push to sometimes disrupt plays just enough.  

	Preston is not always strong at the point of attack when engaged with linemen blocking him.  Despite knowing how to keep extended to be able to fight off blocks he can on occasion be engulfed by linemen where he can’t escape the blocks.  Will occasionally take the incorrect pursuit angles when chasing ball carriers.  

	SUMMARY

	Overall Brown is a very good middle linebacker with good instincts, good speed and quickness, and a great attitude for sticking his nose into the play every time.  His speed and quickness allow him to move sideline to sideline and cut off runners going to the outside, while his strength helps him to be able to stand a runner up in the hole without giving up ground.  He shows that he has good technique in getting off blocks and is able to keep his arms extended so that he does not give up leverage to the blockers.  He does however not use this good technique consistently.  Despite his good speed and quickness he can also at times not take the best angles running sideline to sideline and not be able to get to the ball carrier until they are further down the field.  He shows the ability to be a decent coverage linebacker though his strengths are definitely more against the run.  He will need his senior year to focus on improving in coverage in order to help his stock going to the next level and not be considered a liability in coverage.  With his instincts, size and quickness he should have all the tools necessary to be more effective as coverage linebacker, which coupled with his other good strengths could really improve his stock.  He has a chance to be drafted in the 2nd day of the draft and though he has primarily played the MLB in a 4-3 defense I think he would also succeed as one of the two inside linebackers in a 3-4.  With improved techniques in shedding blockers he could also potentially play the strong outside linebacker in a 3-4 or 4-3.



