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	Last Name                        First Name                                                                 College                             Position                    Final Grade

5-10                                  197                                                                                4.44

	Height                             Weight                                                                         40 speed                                                              Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Q.A.B                                      6.5
Quick Feet                             6.0     
C.O.D.                                     6.5
Flexibility                               7.0
Coordination                         6.5
	Thomas has a solid build, lean with a small waist and long limbs.  He plays a FS at Texas but is asked to do a little of everything.  His coverage skills are very good.  He has great anticipation and does an excellent job of reading and making the big play on the ball.  He's one of the most physical safeties in the draft, and has no qualms about sacrificing his body for a play.  Some think that he's better suited to play a very physical CB in the NFL, to maximize his coverage skills, and try and keep his body intact. 

	COMPETITIVENESS
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	6.3

	Toughness                             7.0
Clutch Play                             6.5
Production                            6.5
Consistency                           6.0
Team Player                          6.0
Pride / Quit                           6.0
	Complete safety effective in run defense or pass coverage.  Displays terrific awareness, effectively picks up coverage assignments and possesses good ball skills.  Terrific hands for the interception. Gives effort in run defense coming up the field and wrapping up ball-carriers.  Hard-hitting safety.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	6.7

	Learn / Retain                       6.5
Inst/Reaction                        7.0
Concentration                       6.5
	Fast sideline-to-sideline, diagnoses the action, and works well with cornerbacks.  Picks up responsibilities in the middle of the field, displays a nice break to the throw, and plays with a great degree of suddenness.  Covers a lot of area on the field and effectively plays over the slot receiver when used in man coverage.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	6.1

	Body Type                              5.5
	He's got good size for CB, a little undersized for a safety as physical as he is.  But he's got great strength both in coverage and in run support, he runs very well, is a great leaper, and has soft hands.  He can blitz when asked to, and literally anchors the back 4 of the Longhorn defense. 

	Durability                               5.5
	

	Explosion                               7.0
	

	Play Strength                        6.5
	

	GDE        CATEGORY               COMMENTS DESCRIPTION                 GAMES VIEWED                 COMBINE NOTES

	7.0
	READ & REACT
	Possesses elite recognition skills – both against the pass and sniffing out the run.  When he plays back in coverage, Thomas does an excellent job of reading the quarterback’s eyes.
	2009 Oklahoma

	225 REPS                                21
VERTICAL JUMP                    DNA
BROAD JUMP                        DNA
20 SHUTTLE                           DNA
60 SHUTTLE                           DNA
3 CONE                                   DNA


	6.0
	M / M COVERAGE
	Great high-point agility. Times his leaps really well and reportedly has a good vertical. Maintains his balance while changing direction.
	
	

	6.5
	ZONE COVERAGE
	Thomas has the skills to be a starting cornerback in the NFL.  He stays low in his backpedal and doesn’t take false steps in his break.  Adept playing in zone.  Has the quickness and playing intelligence to give up a cushion and breaking back on the play.  Locates the ball exceptionally well, especially when it’s in the air.
	
	

	6.5
	BREAK AND CLOSE
	Although Thomas gives up a good amount of size, he doesn’t mind taking on large blockers.  Has flawless lateral pursuit.
	
	

	6.5
	HIPS / TURN ABIL.
	Shows smooth, fluid hips in his backpedal.  Is a quick-twitch athlete, which would help him if a team decides to use him at cornerback.  Exceptional short-area quickness.  Can turn his hips.
	
	

	6.0
	TACKLING
	Gives a good effort supporting the run, but doesn’t have the size to always be a factor.  Breaks on the ball really well.  Not much more than a help player against the inside run.  Doesn’t have the size to shoot through gaps in the middle and can be manhandled by guards and centers.  Does a nice job of working the outside run.
	
	

	7.0
	HITTING ABILITY
	Good, physical tackler.  Has ability to deliver big hits.
	
	

	6.5
	HANDS- INT.
	Thomas has perhaps the best ball skills of any defensive back in this year’s class – Eric Berry included.  Thomas is a natural with the ball in the air.  He catches the ball like a wide receiver and properly carries the ball.  Intercepted eight passes as a sophomore, and returned two for touchdowns.
	

	6.5
	HANDS FGT-BLK
	Shows good ability to use his hands to disengage blockers.  Totaled 16 pass breakups and 24 passes defended.
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.5
	DEEP SPEED
	Has very good straight-line speed to stay with receivers on deep routes.  With his speed, Thomas can afford to play off tight ends which allows him to diagnose the play.  Tackling: Solid contact tackler. Solid wrap-up tackler in the open space and will lower his shoulder and pop the ball carrier.  In traffic and near the line of scrimmage, Thomas will sometimes become an arm tackler and miss.  When he shows good technique, Thomas shows he can lower his pads and run through receivers.
	ATHLETIC ABILITY                  7.0         COVERAGE         6.5
TACKLING                                6.5         COMPETES         6.5
PLAY SPEED                             6.5         INSTINCTS          7.0

	7.0
	RETURN ABILITY
	Catches like a wide receiver, carries and secures the ball well.  Returned 2 INT’s for TD’s during the ’09 season.
	

	5.5
	ERRORS
	The only real negatives to Thomas' game are the fact that he plays more physical than his frame will hold and it could shorten his NFL career.  He also does at times play a little out of control and forgets his assignments.
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	· Highly productive and consistent defender
· Centerfielder with great range 

· Eats space quickly 

· Very good recovery speed and acceleration 

· Nice all-around athlete 

· Sure tackler in run support 

· Great instincts 

· Doesn't let play get behind him 

· Takes solid angles on tackle and coverage attempts
· Ballhawk - great on pursuit INTs 

· Can cover a wide area of the field/manage a large amount of assigned territory

· Has exceptional recovery speed and pursuit of the ball-carrier

· Has the ability to spot the ball’s location and intercept passes often

· Has potential to provide defense with big play/motivation

· Has a lot of upside, seeing that he’s only played 2 collegiate seasons

· Has been durable thus far

· Does a good job of reading QB's eyes 

· Low, smooth backpedal 

· Has nice Route Recognition 

· Quick hips 

· Great in man coverage 

· Playmaker 

· High ceiling
	· Occasionally gets out of control; goes for big hit 

· Smaller player - Will his body hold up in pros? 

· Late in run diagnosing

· Will have limitations in run support at next level
· Has smaller size for a Safety
· Tends to hesitate on run defense decisions
· Is containable versus the run; especially in the NFL
· Questions have been brought up regarding whether he will be able to take the brutal pounding at the next level, especially with his size.
· Can get out of control sometimes in terms of going for a big hit



	`

	Thomas is a true ball hawking safety.  He’s not overly effective in run support; however, he is a willing tackler and can at least slow down the ball carrier.  Thomas has great range and uses his quickness to his advantage; almost tricking the quarterback into thinking a receiver is open, only to close to on the ball and then make the play.  Thomas has tremendous upside as a cover safety and potentially a cornerback at the next level due to his abilities in coverage.  He was moved all around the field in different coverage schemes for Texas and plays well in both zone and man coverage.  He does a nice job assisting the corners with over the top coverage and breaks on the ball very well.  Thomas doesn’t have ideal size but uses his skill set effectively.  A leader on and off the field, Thomas is active in his church and participated in rebuilding projects following Hurricane Katrina.  Overall, Earl Thomas is a terrific athlete with all the necessary skills to be a starting free safety on the NFL level.


