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PLAYER:
C.J. Fair #5

SCHOOL/TEAM:
Syracuse
CLASS:
2014
HEIGHT:
6’08
WEIGHT:
215
POSITION:
F
BODY/ATHLETICISM:

Nice build for a forward with the ball handling skills of a guard. Can shoot the mid range jumper with decent consistency and rebounds well. Gets to the rim and can take contact when going up for the shot. Pushes ball in transition as well for a forward.  Good lateral feet.  Strong shoulders and moves well on defense.

SHOOTING:

Will need to improve his jumpshot going forward, but has improved his shooting percentage over his college career.  Has a good release for a lefty which makes it difficult to block his shot.  Inside 20’ has a strong game with his back to the basket, but should look to post up more. Three point percentage has improved each year but needs to be set up for the three point shot.  Decent FT shooter.

POSITION OFFENSE:

Good handle, especially for a forward. Gets teammates involved but sometimes is seen standing around if the ball is not on his side of the court. Great in the open court and knows how to finish around the rim. Does not hesitate to go to the hole and can move to the right very well even though he is a lefty.  Good passer in transition and off penetration.  Good off pick/roll, and can spot up and shoot or go straight to the hole. Does not average a lot of assists but is a good post feeder.  Quiet type, not a verbal floor general.  More of a driver/slasher type of scorer than shooter.

DEFENSE/REBOUNDING:

Moves his feet good on defense and does not gamble. Solid 1on1 ball defender, good feet, accepts challenge. Rebounding could and hopefully will improve. At 6’8, his rebounding numbers could be better than 5 a game, and he is not a big offensive rebounder either. He does play good help defense and being 6’8 with his wingspan making him well over 7’0 makes it hard on opposing players to get around it. Does not get a lot of steals but knows how to finish off of long misses.
MISCELLANEOUS: 

Good poise, competitive guy.  He plays hard every night, just needs to stop taking those one or two plays off that stops him from being a 25 pt 10 reb guy every night in college. Uses his ability to go the right or left to make his game a lot easier on him and harder on the defenders.
OVERALL RATING:

Fair got some hype last year but was on a team filled with Michael Carter Williams and Brandon Triche. It will be interesting to see how he transitions over to playing man to man defense since Syracuse has employed the zone his whole time being there.  Has the ability to become a quality NBA player, especially if he improves his jumper outside of 20’. Even with all the projected talent coming out this year, Fair should still be a solid first round pick. 
http://www.cbssports.com/collegebasketball/players/playerpage/1780818/cj-fair 
