SCOUTING REPORT
Derron Smith-Fresno State 

Free Safety

	DS                              


	Last Name         First Name                                 College                             Position                    Final Grade

Smith              Derron                                      Fresno State                              S                              G 8.0

	Height   5’ 11”          Weight         197                                                                40 speed                                                              Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	           8.0                                                                             

	Q.A.B                             
Quick Feet                      
C.O.D.                            
Flexibility                      
Coordination                  
	He is a bit undersized for the position but he makes up for it with his athleticism.  He has the ability to backpedal smoothly while in coverage. He can track a ball in the air while running with the WR or back pedaling and make a play on the ball.  He routinely makes difficult tackles look easy with loose hips and body control.  He can come down on run support full speed and change direction without having to break down and make solo tackles in open field.  He has good footwork that allows him to mirror receiver’s routes and find RBs when they are cutting back from one hole to another.  He looks to have good but not elite speed and should run a sub 4.55 during testing.  However, he looks like he plays much quicker than that.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	8.5

	Toughness

Clutch Play

Production

Consistency

Team Player

Pride / Quit
	He is a 60 minute player.  He is not a player that will leave something on the field.  He had numerous plays where he chased down runners from the opposite side of the field in order to save a touchdown.  He will take on any runner no matter how big and usually wins.  He seldom gets out of position and stays disciplined to his assignment.  He was the team’s second leading tackler, according the cfbstats.com.  He only had 1 interception this year but coming into the year he had 14 INTs and according to cbssports.com that was the most INTs of any DB returning this year.  He will make every effort to try to save a touchdown even if it seems there is no way to catch the player.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	8.0

	Learn / Retain

Inst/Reaction

Concentration
	He is excellent on anticipating where the runner will be in run support.  He showed very good coverage instincts to jump routes and be in the throwing lane of the QB.  He can track the ball in the air while on the run or while back pedaling.  He showed progression of skills in his tapes from 2012 thru 2014.  In the 2012 tapes you can see him being hesitant about jumping into gaps but by the bowl game of 2013 and in 2014 he is a player that is everywhere on the field.  He can get caught being over aggressive at times and trying to do too much.


	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	8.0

	Body Type
	He is small for the position but is not wiry and can possibly add some bulk to a good sized frame.  He does show multiple instances of getting up slowly after tackles which is a durability concern at the next level.  He has the ability to drive down very quickly from his safety position to support the run.  He also can blitz with good speed and in control of his body.  He plays strong for his size.  There were times where he will easily shed blocks from larger TEs and lineman by throwing them to the side.  He also packs a good shot when hitting a runner.  In the bowl game against USC he knocked a much larger TE back a few yards and sent a Boise St player’s helmet and chinstrap flying.  He definitely plays bigger than he is.


	Durability
	

	Explosion
	

	Play Strength
	

	GDE        CATEGORY               COMMENTS DESCRIPTION                 GAMES VIEWED                 COMBINE NOTES

	8.0
	READ & REACT
	Comes down from his safety spot in a hurry
	Boise St. (2014)
Wyoming (2013)

USC (2013)

Rutgers (2013)

Boise State (2012)


	225 REPS

VERTICAL JUMP

BROAD JUMP

20 SHUTTLE

60 SHUTTLE

3 CONE



	7.5
	M / M COVERAGE
	Has the speed and strength to stay with TEs and WRs, height may hinder vs TEs
	
	

	7.5
	ZONE COVERAGE
	Good footwork and instincts have him in good position
	
	

	8.0
	BREAK AND CLOSE
	Covers ground fast and gets involved in plays
	
	

	8.0
	HIPS / TURN ABIL.
	Can get low on tackles while coming in at full speed and keeping knees off ground
	
	

	8.4
	TACKLING
	Great 1V1 tackler in open field, fundamentally sound, excellent wrap up
	
	

	7.0
	HITTING ABILITY
	Has power for his size but wont strike fear in the middle
	
	

	7.5
	HANDS- INT.
	Overall good hands, a few drops
	

	
	HANDS FGT-BLK
	N/A
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	7.5
	DEEP SPEED
	Has good speed
	Very good athlete.
Great tackler.

All effort type player.

Played on both sides of special teams.

Slightly undersized.

	6.5
	RETURN ABILITY
	Took punts and kickoffs in college
	

	7.5
	ERRORS
	Not many, got caught a few times being over aggressive
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	He has the footwork and speed to cover lots of ground on field.  He is a sure tackler.  He has a motor that does not stop.  He is extremely competitive.  He does not hesitate to stick his nose in run support.  Can play special teams and plays it well.  

	He is not the ideal size for a NFL safety.  He might have durability issues at the next level.  He needs to understand that he cannot do it all by himself so he has to trust his teammates.

	SUMMARY

	Smith may be one of my favorite players in the draft.  When you turn on the tape he is all over the field from start to finish.  He makes big play after big play and gets up and gets ready for next snap.  He will be a coach’s security blanket out on the field.  There were multiple times where Smith was the only thing keeping the offense from a huge play or a TD.  You can almost be guaranteed if there is a big pile, Smith will be in there somewhere.  One of the biggest positives for him is that he does not need a big pile to make a tackle.  He can make open field tackles with ease.  He has the “ball hawk” type safety capability and with the proper coaching can be a top safety in the NFL.  Teams may drop him for his size but his play says he is a 1st round pick and if he can add some bulk while keeping his athleticism you may be looking at a pro-bowl player.



