	Timbers U23s vs Puget Sound Gunners                                                

	

	Teams:   Puget Sound Gunners 

Goalscorers:   

 
	Competition:  2015 USL-PDL Northwest Division Regular Season

	

	Date:  June 19, 2015   
	Scout:  Rocky Martin  


HOW THEY LINED UP:
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	FORMATION COMMENTS

	Puget Sound started out playing a compact 4-2-3-1, almost a flat 4-5-1. As the match progressed, they began playing an attacking 4-3-3 in transition and in attack, and a 4-2-3-1 in defense.



	KEY POINTS

	General
	The players were functionally and tactically disciplined through the first half. They earned no yellow cards and committed no rash/dangerous challenges in the first half. They effectively man-marked Adrian Perez out of the game and applied tight pressure to the Timbers midfield, forcing play out onto the wings where they were more lax in man marking. Before the match they employed very amateurish warm-up routines and seemed too relaxed. This inattention came to fruition near the end of the match when Puget Sound achieved total collapse and allowed three goals in the space of five minutes for a final score of 4-0.


	Defence
	The defence played well when defending attacks up the middle for most of the match until Foster Langsdorf outpaced them to score twice in the final few minutes up the middle. They did not hold an offside line well, allowing players to run in behind them often. They were easily caught ball watching on crosses/corners and conceded from a cross that ricocheted around in the box before Ben White poked it in at 67'.  Both central defenders were willing and able to make attacking runs and were functionally covered by the CDMs Reyes and Anderson when doing so.


	Midfield
	The midfielders played high and fast pressure in defensive transition, attempting to force mistakes and turnovers before Portland could mount attacks. The defensive midfielders did not help enough in defence, but played well positionally in attacking transition and attack. In attack the wingers got forward more, but could not effectively link up with the lone striker  Daniel Gavin. This set of midfielders would benefit from a switch to a 4-4-2 formation.


	Attack
	A lot of the attacking plays would have benefitted from having the support striker found in a 4-4-2. Too frequently did PS Gunners play long balls up to Daniel Gavin who found himself trying to lay the ball off to a non-present teammate. The few times the attack looked dangerous came when #7 Adam Jones linked up with Gavin up the middle or found the wingers for short link-up play.



	THE TEAM

	#1 Cody Jewett
	Right footed, poor left foot clearance abilities. Below average communication skills, but average presence in area. 


	

	#2 Kevin Cook
	Weak left foot. Above average throw ins. Good right footed clearances and good instincts. Shadowed, didn't commit to challenges most of the match. Overcommitted and received a yellow card at 80'.


	
	

	

	#4 Robert Hyams
	Left footed. Took all free kicks and corner kicks. Good distribution on FK and CK, below average FK on goal. Good headed clearances in danger. Average but non-dangerous presence up wings, more effective in defence.


	

	#5 Javier Reyes
	Confident but average dribbling skills. Good vision for interceptions. More defensive of the two CDMs. Stout, average height. Could be a good destroyer at the next level.


	

	#7 Adam Jones
	Took an average right footed free kick. Poor pressure decision making. Willing and able to shoot from distance. Above average one-two play with attacking teammates. Good at spreading the ball out wide. Needs to make himself more of an attacking presence to make it to the next level.


	

	#13 Corban Anderson
	Poor tackling, over-commits. Easily frustrated. Non-presence in match.

	

	#14 Dawda Dibba
	Very fast, rides tackles well. Good wing play. Poor defensive transition. On one sprint with the ball he nearly scored, but then made no effort to transition during the ensuing T-U23 counter. Could make it to the next level with improved stamina. Played 50 minutes of the match before being substituted.


	

	#17 Daniel Gavin
	Decent target forward, needs support striker to thrive with his abilities. Average one-two play and first time lay-offs in attack. Average leading header ability. Yellow card at 70' for angry dangerous play (non-contact).


	

	#18 Henry Wingo
	Great feet, rides the line of almost too rash in tackles. Very fast, confident to run forward with the ball. Below average distribution on counters. Above average right footed shot, willing to shoot from distance. Very good trapping abilities. Standout attacking player on the night for Puget Sound.


	

	#21 Zachary Hammond
	Poor passing out of the back, below average ball control. Large and tall, but gets caught ball watching. Allowed Adrian Perez, among others, to win headers.


	

	#22 Declan McGivern
	Skinny, tall CB. 6'5". Strong tackler, fully brutally commits to tackles, but gets it right every time. Held GK accountable (by yelling at him) for poor communication that almost led to a goal. Good shielding of the ball. Makes attacking runs when cover is available and he has room to take the ball upfield.


	

	Substitutes:

	#9 Renan Troccoli
	Came in for #14 at 50'. Often switched sides with #18. Above average control on forward runs, above average hold up and decision making in transition. His play switching with #18 made for some excellent chances by confusing the opposition fullbacks.


	

	#20 Alex White
	In for #5 at 67:20'. Not easily beat by runners up the wing. Poor depth perception.


	

	#19 Charles Pitts
	In for #17 at 74:40'. 


	


	MISSING KEY PLAYERS

	Unused substitutes include #0 Shane Haworth, #3 Daniel Smith, and #11 Jonathan Massimino.



	SET PIECES:

	Corners: On defending corner kicks, #22 roamed around the middle of the 18 yard box to cover as much ground as possible to win headers. #7 guarded the near post and everyone else man-marked. #17 was left up top to receive clearances, but nobody was stationed at the top of the 18 yard box to spring the counter.
Puget Sound had one corner kick in the match which came in the second half. It was taken by #4 Robert Hyams, who delivered an inswinging ball into a dangerous spot just beyond the top of the six yard box, but it was cleared by the T-U23 goalkeeper.


	

	Free-Kicks: #4 Robert Hyams took all of Puget Sound's free kicks save for one. His delivery was very good, as he put the ball into dangerous places with floating it. The forwards could not capitalize on any attacking free kicks, and PSG was held to just two shots on goal the whole match. PSG's ability to play short free kicks was below average to poor. Should they desire to improve in that department, they will need to develop better communication between the midfielder and forwards.


	

	Throw-ins:  #2 Kevin Cook took throw-ins very well on the right side. #4 Hyams took the left side throw-ins and was average in his abilities. There were no notably terrible or erroneous throw-ins.


	

	Additional Information at Set Plays: PSG should develop one or two more players to take free kicks and corner kicks. Relying entirely on Hyams to produce a variety of dangerous situations from set pieces does PSG no favors as his abilities are limited.


	

	Penalties: No penalties were awarded during the match.


	

	Best Headers: Both center backs were good at producing defensive headers. The best header came from #4 Hyams in the form of a composed header from the top of the six-yard box toward but perfectly to the side of the goal for a corner kick. It was a very risky header, but Hyams executed it excellently.



	ASSESSMENT:

	Puget Sound played well against the starting lineup of the Timbers U23s. They shut down the creativity in attacking midfield and forced play out to the wings, where the wingers did not have the ability to put the ball back into dangerous positions. I found it very interesting that both center backs were will and able to make forward runs with and without the ball given that adequate cover was provided in their absence. They must have been instructed to emulate Liam Ridgewell's run and goal against New England Revolution in 2014. Several of Puget Sound's defenders could be impactful midfielders at the next level, while their target forward might be better suited to defence. Overall, the most exciting players on the night were #18 Henry Wingo for his quick feet and confident runs with the ball, #4 Ryan Hyams for his free kick abilities from left back, and #22 Declan McGivern for his hard but precise tackling and his willingness to get forward with the ball from center back.



	OPPONENTS FORMATION

	It is uncertain whether #6 was Jacori Hayes or Sam Werner, but #13 Ismaila Jome came on for #6 in the second half and terrorized Puget Sound's right side. All of Portland's goals came from substitutes, so a large reason for Puget Sound conceding came from their inability to adapt their game to shut out the impact of substitution. The Timbers U23s played similar tactics to Puget Sound, but were more open with their midfield. It seemed like a 4-2-3-1 alternating into a 4-3-3 in attack. Todd Wharton was very disciplined in his role and commanded the midfield well. The only players who underperformed were Alvarado and Perez, who were tactically shut out of the match, though Alvarado made some smart runs in behind the opposition defence. Jome played an excellent match after coming on in the second half. He had great feet, rode tackles well, was very cool under pressure, and provided the assist for the third T-U23 goal.
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